WOMAN'S   RIGHTS

of agitation which called itself the Free Love movement
was arousing a great deal of angry feeling in America,
and more especially among the more sober-minded advo-
cates of woman's right to the franchise, who justly be-
lieved that their sane and steady movement was likely
to be injured by such grotesque parodies of its principles
and its arguments. In England many people were apt
to regard the Free Love agitation as something which
made a part of the Woman's Rights movement, and
many keen satirical articles were written in London
papers on the assumption that the two movements were
practically identical. In the United States everyone
who looked with interest upon the subject could see for
himself that the leaders of the Woman's Rights move-
ment held themselves absolutely apart from any manner
of association with the advocates of the other demand.
I never quite knew myself what it exactly was that the
leaders of the Free Love movement desired to have. I
knew some of the women who were prominent in the
Free Love agitation, and from them I could only make
out that they considered most marriages to be badly
arranged under the present system, and held that love
and affinity of tastes and temperament ought to count
for much more, and financial advantages for much less
in our matrimonial arrangements. Therein I was com-
pelled to admit that they held the creed that most of
the satirists and the moralists and the social philoso-
phers held in England as well as in the United States.
Other advocates of Free Love I know went much far-
ther than that; but I at least did not meet with any
man or woman professing the creed who went so far as
to maintain the principle that the marriage contract
should be dissolved just when and how the two married
people liked, and without the slightest regard for the

239any that
